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Labor Force May 2005 May 2006
Civilian Labor Force 3,388 3,741
  Total Employment 3,235 3,572
  Unemployed 153 170
Power County % Unemployed 4.5 4.5
State of Idaho % Unemployed 3.9 3.4
U.S. % Unemployed 5.1 4.7

Labor Force 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
  Civilian Labor Force 3,502 3,529 3,491 3,644 3,465 3,604 3,527 3,547 3,667 3,685 3,800
  Unemployment 234 222 210 209 237 207 198 222 247 226 172
 % of Labor Force Unemployed 6.7 6.3 6.0 5.7 6.8 5.7 5.6 6.3 6.7 6.1 4.5
  Employment 3,268 3,307 3,281 3,435 3,228 3,397 3,328 3,326 3,420 3,459 3,628
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Labor Force & Employment  
 Power County has a diverse and highly skilled labor force 
with an excellent work history. The county is heavily dependent 
on agriculture and manufacturing. Unemployment remained high 
throughout the decade because the county endured economic 
fluctuations that often occur in natural resource based economies.  
 Manufacturing provides most of the county’s employment, 
and diversification is necessary to this county’s continued 
success. The many marinas and beaches, excellent trout fishing, 
and wind and water conditions draw tourists, which helps support 
the cities of American Falls and Aberdeen. Aberdeen is home to 
the University of Idaho’s Agricultural Experimental Station. 
 Between 1995 and 2005, the Civilian Labor Force  and 
employment increased. Since employment rose at a rate than the 
Civilian Labor Force, the unemployment rate decreased to 4.5 
percent in 2005 from 6.7 percent in 1995. 
 Several new retail businesses and business expansions in 
American Falls, and the opening of a call center in Rockland 
improved the labor market in the mid 1990’s but the loss of 

Population 
 Power County experienced a loss of population be-
tweent1998 and 2004.The 2005 population at 7,753, was just 
under one percent higher than ten years ago when it was 
7,720.  
 Population increased early in the decade because of natu-
ral increases (births minus deaths) and international and do-
mestic migration. But the loss of manufacturing jobs in the 
county forced individuals to leave the county to find work 
and its population steadily decreased until 2004 when it be-
gan to rebound. 
 The American Falls Reservoir, the largest reservoir on 
the Snake River, sparkles as one of the best boating and fish-
ing lakes in the state, and  also provides irrigation water stor-
age and hydroelectric power. The original American Falls, 
below the dam, adds stunning scenery to the county’s lush 

Astaris LLC at the end of 2001 left many of the county’s citizens 
without jobs. 
 The composition of jobs did not change significantly 
between 1992 and 2002. The number of jobs fell by 191 over the 
decade. Most industry sectors experienced growth. Trade and 
Construction created the highest number of new jobs over the 
decade because several new businesses built facilities and 
residential construction exploded. Manufacturing lost jobs 
because technology and processes improved productivity. The 
closure of Astaris in December 2001 resulted in a loss of more 
than 400 jobs in Power County. This drove the number of 
manufacturing jobs in the county down from 1,546 in 2001 to 
1,094 in 2002.  
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Industry Employment & Wages  
 Even though Manufacturing jobs decreased over the 
decade, the industry still provides the highest number of 
jobs in Power County, over 36 percent, and pays the highest 
wages. 
• Government provides 23 percent of the jobs in Power 

County with 90 percent of the jobs in Local Govern-
ment,  primarily in the Education sector. 

• Average covered wages in Power County rank 5th in the 
state. The high wage is influenced by the large number 
of workers in Manufacturing, whose average wage is 
over 35 percent higher than the county’s. Power 
County’s average wage is nearly 8.0 percent above the 
state average. 

* Additional Occupational Wage data can be found on the 
Idaho Commerce & Labor website at cl.idaho.gov/lmi. 

This county is served by the office listed below: 
Idaho Commerce & Labor 
430 N. 5th Avenue 
Pocatello, ID 83205-4087 Ph: (208) 236-6710 

Per Capita Income 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
  Power County $18,714 $21,052 $18,505 $18,505 $19,980 $20,629 $18,791 $19,908 $18,290 $21,027
  State of Idaho $18,707 $19,426 $20,248 $20,648 $21,789 $22,786 $24,075 $25,185 $25,330 $26,877
  United States $22,172 $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,845 $30,575 $30,804 $31,472
Info rm atio n pro v ide d by U.S . C e ns us  B ure au

Nonfarm Payroll Jobs for 2004

Major Employers
Am erican Falls  School Dis trict
Direct Com m unications
Double L Manufacturing
Harm s Mem orial Hospital & Nurs ing Hom e
 J. R. Sim plot Com pany
Lam b Weston
Power County

Occupational Wages* Starting 
Wages

Cashiers , Retail $5.40
Cooks $5.87
Food & Beverage Servers $5.74
Janitors $5.90
Laborers $6.38
Maids $5.89
Nurses , Regis tered $16.00
Office Clerks  & Secretaries $6.85
Stock & Shipping Clerks $5.90
Teachers $30,000/yr.

Covered Employment & Average Annual
Wages Per Job for 1994, 2003, & 2004 Average Average Average Average Average Average

Employment Wages Employment Wages Employment Wages
Total Covered Wages 3,961 $23,177 3,348 $26,614 3,253 $27,648
  Agriculture 334 $15,568 455 $20,440 410 $20,632
  Mining * * 0 $0 0 $0
  Construction 150 $16,949 158 $27,936 173 $35,489
  Manufacturing 1,871 $30,459 990 $37,605 962 $38,383
  Trade, Utilities, & Transportation 568 $16,286 676 $20,171 672 $20,984
  Information * * * * * *
  Financial Activities 73 $13,334 59 $20,850 62 $21,079
  Professional and Business Services 116 $19,907 109 $31,697 89 $25,366
  Educational and Health Services 43 $17,694 32 $28,367 33 $25,245
  Leisure and Hospitality 147 $5,375 108 $6,873 88 $6,460
  Other Services 48 $11,753 43 $16,090 45 $17,035
  Government 573 $19,834 687 $24,082 690 $25,475

1994 2003 2004

This publication is produced by Idaho Commerce & Labor funded at least in part by federal grants from the United States Department of Labor.  
Costs associated with this specific publication are available by contacting Idaho Commerce & Labor.  

Idaho Commerce & Labor is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Dial 711 for TTY Idaho Relay Service. 


